
 

 

24 April 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope that you had a good Easter and are keeping safe and well.  
 
We are very keen to keep in close contact with our students and families during the period of 
school closure. We would like to make sure that students are engaging with the educational 
activities set and being active in communicating with staff when work is completed or they have 
issues. To support us in doing this, we are requesting that at the end of each school week, parents 
take a few minutes to fill in a very short online form about the work their child has undertaken 
during the week.  Teachers are very keen to ensure that their students are keeping on track and 
teachers are able to offer any extra support, should it be required. 
 
Would you please complete the form by Sunday 3 May 2020, detailing the work your child 
undertakes during next week. The form can be found by clicking on the following link: 

 
http://sandwellacademy.com/page/work-log 
 
This form should take less than 5 minutes to complete. If you have any difficulties filling in the 
form, please email support@sandwellacademy.com  
 
Careers 
The Careers team has a section on the Online Curriculum area of the school website. There is 
something there for all years, including, webinars, quizzes, videos and the latest information from 
universities and colleges. Please do visit the pages with your children as there is also a number 
of articles for parents. There will be a new folder added each week; if you have any questions or 
need any support, do get in touch by emailing: stimms@sandwellacademy.com 
 
Star Student – Zahrah Sharaz 

This week’s star student is 6.1 student Zahrah Sharaz.  Zahrah has completed some excellent 
coursework for her BTEC Business Studies course and has been nominated by her teacher, Mr 
Rayson. She submitted her work weeks ahead of her deadlines, showing her commitment to her 
own success and also her ability to organise her workload. In addition, Zahrah has responded 
incredibly positively to feedback and uses it to improve her performance whenever possible.  Well 
done Zahrah – keep up your excellent work! 
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Sandwell Academy supporting frontline workers. 
I am also pleased to share with you the good work done by the Academy for the wider community. 
Responding to the needs of frontline workers, the Design Technology Department at Sandwell 
Academy have joined many other technology departments across the country in making 
protective visors. 
 
Coordinated and inspired by Mrs James, Subject Leader, the team came together in order to 
manufacture 2500 visors across a number of day; this has been made possible by the 
manufacturing capacity of our two laser cutters, which have steadily been cutting the 
polypropylene straps required. 
 
To make sure that these visors were as safe as possible social distancing, hygiene and strict 
cleaning measures were observed by the team at all times. 
 
These visors have subsequently been delivered to a range of institutions, including Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, The Crime Prevention Agency, dentists, a variety of care homes and doctors 
surgeries. 
 
The Academy have received an array of kind words and messages and some organisations have 
done ‘shout outs’ to Sandwell Academy through social media from their places of work. It has 
been a fantastic response and we feel privileged to have been able to help in a small way. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional resources 
This week has seen the launch of several online resources with DfE backing. They have published 
a set of high-quality resources on GOV.UK, and many suppliers are making their own resources 
available for free, including: 

 Oak National Academy - this is a brand-new enterprise created by 40 teachers from some 
of the leading schools across England and backed by government grant funding. It will 
provide 180 video lessons each week, created by teachers for teachers, across a broad 
range of subjects from maths to art to languages, for every year group from Reception 
through to Year 10.   

 The BBC is delivering an education package across TV and online, featuring celebrities 
and teachers – helping to keep children learning and supporting parents.     

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
http://www.thenational.academy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


 

 

 
We will be including links to relevant material from these and many other sources on our Online 
Curriculum. Students should primarily focus on completing the activities set on our Online 
Curriculum but should be encouraged to use these other resources as extension work and to 
further their understanding and knowledge.  
 
As a reminder, students should be using their existing timetables as a guide to the subjects they 
should be tackling on a daily basis.  
 
Further details on all types of remote learning can be found on GOV.UK  
 
Once again, may I thank you for your ongoing support and wish you the very best. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mr I. Williams 
 
Headteacher 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19

